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Monthly. 
‘ Bharat Shramjibi”’ 
“ Rajshahye Sambad”’ 
‘‘Grambarté Prakashika” 
“ Arya Pratibha” 


‘‘ Subrid” 
Bi-monthly. 
* Culna Prakash”’ - 
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‘‘ Sahayogi’”’ oi 
me Weekly. 
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| ** Bharat Mihir” 


‘‘ Bharat Sanskarak”’ 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” 

‘* Bishwa Dit” va 
‘* Burdwan Prachariké” 
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‘* Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘“‘ Education Gazette” _.... 
‘* Grambarta Prakashika wi 
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** Pratikar’”’ 
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** Sadharani” “ 
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‘‘Sambad Puirnachandrodaya”’ 
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‘Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ 
** Arya Mihir” ise 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 
‘‘ Howrah Hitakari” as 
‘* Murshidabad Patrik&’’... 
‘‘ Burrisal Bartabaha”’ 


ENGLISH AND URDU. 
‘Urdu Guide”’ 


Urgpv. 


Bi- monthly. 
“ Akhbar-ul-Akhiar” _.. 


Hinpit. 
Weekly. 
‘* Behér Bandhu”’ 


PERSIAN. 
* Jam-Jahan-numa” 


Barahanagar 
Rajshahye 
Comercolly 
Bhowanipore 
Calcutta 
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Bhowanipore, Calcutta 
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Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
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Burdwan 
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Hooghly 
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Calcutta | 
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' PoLtTicaL. 


Arrer alluding to the state of the political horizon, the departure of . 
the Indian Contingent as evidencing the 
loyalty of the natives, and the beneficial results 
of British administration, the Prabhdkara, of 
the 7th May, suggests what the Bengalis might very well do towards assist. 
ing the English in case of war. There is no chance of their being accepted 
as volunteers, as they are wholly uninstructed in drill, and it would be use- 
less commencing now; but they might call meetings, of which the rich and 
wealthy, the zamindér and highly paid official, as. well as the ordinary ryot, 
may become members and subscribe each his guota according tohis means, 
Out of the money thus collected, Bengali surgeons, compounders, and attend. 
ants could be sent for the aid of the sick and wounded; a fund too might be 
raised for the support of the families of such as fall in battle. If the Bengalis, 
who are well educated and loyal, remain passive at such a time, they will 
never be able to cast off the stain of apathy which willever after attach to 
them. Let every Bengali weigh well the present proposal. 
2. Alluding to the recent differences of opinion between England and 
-_ Russia, relative to the San-Stefano treaty, the 
che departure of the Indien Hindy Ranjiké thinks that war will be unavoid- 
one able if Russia persists in her present views. It 
is satisfactory to find that native troops have proved willing to proceed to 
Malta and ready to fight England’s battles; and the Kuropean powers will 
discover from this the hold which the Sovereign of India has upon the affec- 
tions of her Indian subjects. The Editor takes this opportunity of inviting 
Native Princes, who acknowledge fealty to the same Empress, not only to 
offer the aid of their troops, but themselves take the lead in rendering assist- 
ance. It is rumoured that Bhopal and Hyderabad have already made the 
offer, and in their wake we have every reason to believe the others will follow. 


6. An article in the Murshidabad Patrikd, 
ee of the 10th May, is much the same in purport 
as the preceding article. 


4. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 12th May, says how muchsoever 


ne the natives of this country may have been 
Departure of the Indian Contingent. reproached for ingratitude ‘al ie the 
resent conduct of the native troops, in surrendering life and all dear to them 
bor the rulers, shows their decided attachment and loyalty to their Sovereign. 
5. The Howrah Hitakart makes the following remarks on the objec- 
Departure of the Indian Contingent tion taken by Sir George Campbell, with 
for the Moediterrancan. reference to the despatch of Indian troops. 
If Hindu troops are willing and glad to go, and start no objections, of what 
use is it for Sir George to say that they are averse to embarking on ships; 
all Europe and the world can now see that England is unrivalled in her 
resources. She alone, after doing battle for 28 years, at last conquered 
Napoleon, and now that the Indian troops have joined her, she must be 
unparalleled in power. Will Russia dare to attempt an invasion of the 
golden land of India, when she sees that the Indian army are willing and 
ready to leave their own native land, and to stand by the side of the English 
soldier, and fight for their common Sovereign ? 
6. The Som Prakash remarking on the political atmosphere of the 
The feudatory or friendly Réjss times and the way in which England and India 
and Government. = have both become excited against Russia, and 
are preparing for war, remarks that the Native Princes might at such a time 
render material aid; and thinks that their most cordial friendship should be 
secured. They have always been on friendly terms with the British Govern- 
ment; but it must be remembered they do not possess all the independence of 


What is obligatory on the Bengalis 
in case of war. 
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-- that is desirable: they have troops, a police, and their own modes of 
 einisretion : but a word oie the Resident may subvert the whole. The 
Rajas should be granted complete independence. If Residents are to remain 
at their courts, they should not be allowed to interfere with the Chiefs. 
The Resident’s duty should be to watch in good faith, and see that no plots 
are laid against the British Government ; his pay should be drawn from the 
British and not the Native treasury; he should be a man of a pure and 
spotless mind: the Raéjas, on their part, should be encouraged to adopt a 
right form of government ; and as upright, intelligent, and conscientious men 
will be required for the higher offices of the State, these, if not found in their 
own kingdoms, should be sought elsewhere. This would also give an impetus 
to learning. They should stand in the same relationship to their zamindars 
as the British Government does to its own. Education should be promoted. 
Satisfactory settlements should be made with landholders and tenants, and 
the British Government should be asked to arbitrate in cases of disputes 
arising between the R&jas; and, lastly, the proper education of their heirs 
should be an object of the greatest concern. ne 

7. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 14th May, deplores the possibility of 

ts of war between Englanad & War between England and Russia, on account 

and Bussia, and the probable results. of the great loss which India must necessarily 

sustain in her trade. He considers that British interests are not likely to 

be injuriously affected by a continuance of peace. 

8. The Grdmbdartd Prakdshikd, referring to Sir George Campbell and 

Mr. Forsyth having spoken against the des- 

patch of Indian troops, says that the measure 

is likely to be followed by very beneficial results ; first, there will be no 

longer a distrust in the loyalty of the natives of India; and secondly, it will 

be admitted that they are satisfied with English rule. Thus it will serve to 

dispel the delusion under which Russia has been hitherto laboring, that the 
natives have no love for, or loyalty to, the British. | 


England and Russia. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


9, The Bhdrat Mihir, although he does not exactly understand the 
necessity of Mr. Lethbridge’s appointment as 
Press Commissioner, is pleased at it for the 
| following reasons. Mr. Lethbridge is a lofty 
and high-minded man, and already favourably known to us in the Education 
Department as highly educated, frank, and liberal, and a sympathizer with 
the natives. Our experience of him dates from the time we studied under 
him in the highest form of the Presidency College; we were then able 
to form an opinion of his greatness and good qualities; and now that he has 
been appointed Commissioner, we entertain every hope that good-will and 
unity will be established between the Government and the Newspapers. But 
we have often asked ourselves the question what in reality is the dispute 
between these parties. Both alike seek the well-being of the subject. Go- 
vernment 18, as it were, the representative of the people, being nothing 
more than the concentrated power of the democracy ; and the Government or 
the periodical which does not seek the welfare of the people, must be con- 
sidered as having no existence ; so that we are forced to fall back to the 
first question, why is there a want of union between Government and the 
Newspapers ? Our hope is that Mr. Lethbridge will, by his exertions, dis- 
sipate all causes of disagreement. Our second reason for being pleased at 
the new appointment is, because by making it, Government has in a manner 
acknowledged the Newspapers to be material aids in the good administration of 

€ country. Lord Lytton’s first feelings were not adverse or harsh; though 
afterwards falling into the views of narrow-minded ‘counsellors, he all of a 


Mr. Lethbridge’s appointment as 
Press Commissioner and the News- 
papers. 


Burpwas Saystvant, 
May 14th, 1878. 


GrRaAMBARTA 
PRaKASHIKA, 


May 16th, 1878. 


Buarat Minute, 
May 9th, 1878. 


oe, 
‘sudden-did great injury to the vernacular and its Newspapers. We do not 
think, he can have lost, notwithstanding the influence of Sir John Strache 
and Mr. Eden, the high feeling of regard for the Native Press to’ which he 
gave expression at the Delhi Assemblage. We believe His Lordship hag 
created this new post that the Vernacular Newspapers may be induced to 
give up their faulty way of writing and render real assistance in the 
administration of the country; and also that good-will maybe estab. 
lished between them and their rulers. We now repeat what we said 
before that the Government, if it desires, it, can secure the elevation 
‘of the Native Press to a large extent. Weare not so ungrateful as 
to forget acts of kindness, nor are we so thankless for benefits received ag 
knowingly to give a false statement of matters, or fail to acknowledge the 
good intentions of Government, when we see them. How much better it would 
have been if Lord Lytton, instead of passing so fearful a law as Act IX, had 
had recourse to some milder measures at first, for the improvement of the 
Native Press. The land would not have been oppressed with that fear and 
distress which now prevails. 
Baanat Mrnre, 10. The Bhdrat Atchir, of the9th May, quotes Lord Northbrook’s evidence 
may Oe TS: Lord Northbrook’s evidence before Lefore the Select Committee of the House of 
the Public Works Committee, and Commons on Public Works in India, showing 
Indian taxes. that His Lordship is against the imposing of 
new taxes even for public works, as likely to tend to disaffection. On this the 
Editor remarks—It is true that disaffection in India is increasing in _propor- 
tion to the increase of taxes. The late Surat riots are evidences in point. 
Although the wail occasioned by the imposition of the Road Cess for Public 
Works is not always heard aloud, yet its painful results may be seen amongst 
many of the subjects. Those on whom this cess falls have no newspapers nor 
opportunities of holding public meetings or of delivering speeches to ventilate 
their opinions; and but little is heard of the lamentations made about this cess, 
We were prepared for a new tax when we saw the expenditure incurred by 
Government during the recent famine. But when we see how the License Tax 
has been established, and the manner in which its zealous assessors and 
officers under the Sub-Deputies go about to assess the tax, we forget the 
need of anew tax, and the Income Tax is considered preferable. We have 
always alleged that it is imprudent to go on increasing the taxes in this poor 
country, without reducing the expenditure. There is no doubt that with 
a change of times and a desire for improvement, expenditure must always 
increase ; needs must be supplied, otherwise improvement will necessarily be 
slow; but the income does not increase as fast as the expenditure; and 
to meet this, there are but two means, either taxes must be increased or 
expenditure reduced. Lord Northbrook has said nothing plainly on this 
latter point, but we say that the administration of this country cannot long 
go on well unless expenses are reduced. Scarcely has the vexation arising 
from the License Tax ceased, thaa the London correspondent of the Pioneer 
put us into another fright. How much morecan we bear? We have written 
repeatedly about the necessity of a reduction of expenses, but what are 
we to sayof it? The Army is not under the Indian Government, and as 
to the Civil, the Government seems to know no other means of reduction 
than that of abolishing the posts of a few peons and duftries.. If we refer 
to points where we consider reductions might be made, Mr. Eden 
may charge us with envy-of race. The License Tax is said to have been 
imposed to provide for future famine supplies, and a portion of it will be 
spent on railways, which, together with canals, must be considered as famine 
preventatives. Such railways will no doubt conduce to the benefit of the 


country ultimately, and we shall reconcile ourselves to our fate by this 
reflection. 
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11. The same paper translates an extract from the Saturday Review ®xsna? Mints, 


° er a May 9th, 1878. 
of cornacnlar Press Act and the regarding its opinion on the Vernacular Press : 
7 saturday Review Act; and adds, yer will Pigeon -. 

8 derstand the injury it has done, not only to the press, — ut 
ag Ap by the pel of Act IX? At what an evil hour did Sir J ohn 
. Strachey and the Hon’ble Mr. Eden engage in the India administration, 

e 


what need we repeat the evil which Mr. Eden has done to the country. 
dh the passing of the Act all the papers, except the Som Prakash, 
the Sylhet Prakdsh, and the Bhdrat Sanskdrak, have suddenly changed 
their tone and language. Newspapers cannot thrive in the toils of 
slavery, and their existence is but vain, if they may not expose the faults, 
injustice, and the wrong acts of Government officials. How many such do 
we not now both hear and see! but we dare not write even a few words relative 
thereto through fear. Prior to this, on getting tne very scent of any unjust or 
ervel acts, we used to write about them ; but now we cannot venture to do so 
except on the clearest proof. The Saturday Review fears that we will, 
ag a result of the Act, descend to confine ourselves to the fulsome adulation 
of Government; but we will not do so aslong as we live. We will applaud the 
good acts of Government, their good deeds and efforts we will honor; we will 
be grateful for benefits received ; but we will never desist from bringing to notice 
deeds of oppression, injustice, and misconduct, perhaps not so freely as before, 
or apimadverting on any errors, inaccuracies, or faulte of Government. 
If our existence under these conditions be endangered, what can be the use 
of sustaining such an untoward life? 
12. The Murshidabad Pratunidht observes that, as a consequence Mvnexrnasip 
The Vernacular Press Act ana ite Of the Press Act, Editors of the Native News- sey ron, 1078. 
results. papers are often perplexed as to the subjects 
on which they might write; and his readers have suggested to its publisher 
toreprint the Acts from the Government Bengal Gazette, which, on account 
of its high price, is not accessible to a great many. 
13. The Samdchdr Chandrika, referring to the case wherein Mr, Salt,  _ Stmsczas 
| Imprisonment of an Englishman for 4N employé of the Rajpootana State Railway, May 10th, 1878. 
mening 6 sare. was sentenced by Mr. Keene, Civil and 
Sessions Judge of Agra, tosix months’ rigorous imprisonment for beating his 
servants, says, we have never before this seen or known of a European suffering 
imprisonment for striking a native; and the present case gives us no little 
gratification. In publishing the fact, we at the same time show our respect for 
Mr. Keene, whom we did not know well enough before, but who appears to 
be a very proper and worthy Judge, inasmuch as he did not let any feelings of 
race distinction influence him in his decision. The present case brings to our 
mind that of Mr. Fuller, who, for murdering his servant, was simply fined 
Rs. 30, whilst Mr. Salt for an assault suffers six months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment. What a wide difference not only between the crimes, but the punish- 
ments meted out—for murder a fine of Rs. 80, and for an assault six months’ 
hard labour in jail. This is the outcome of Lord Lytton’s minute on the 
Fuller case. Had that not been written, Mr. Salt would have got off Scot free. 
Not only we, but all India joins us in blessing and praising Mr. Keene for 
having had the firmness of mind to go adverse to race and blood distinction ; 
cat ye ae a little surprised us to see a European imprisoned for so 
smaul & fault. 


14. The Sulabha Samachdrd says that agitation is going on, and °™12msSsmacnana, 
ee . ay llth, 1878. 
oa iGitation against the License Tax Meetings have been held at Puna, Lahore, 

ress Acts. and Dacca against the License Tax and the 
Press Acts. Consideration of the latter may be postponed for the present; but 
the former is to be deplored, as the poor will be oppressed thereby. It is at 


- 
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- this juncture we call to mind the good qualities of Lord Northbrook, who, 


SuLABHA 
SaMaCHARa, 
May llth, 1878. 


SuLABHA 
SaMACHARA. 


SaHaCHAR. 
May 13th, 1878. 


Hispo HiratsHist. 
May lith, 1878. 


though a dire famine desolated Behar, never had recourse to taxation, to 
which he always had a disinclination; and hence kept the accounts of the 
income and expenditure in his own hands. If the memorials of meetings 
held at the above places could but be presented to Parliament, and raise 
discussion there, that would doubtless be productive of good ; for we may reat 
assured that nothing will be done. touching the real matter, as the Secre 

of State has already given his opinion with reference to taxation in the 
Punjab, Oudh, and Hindustan. 


15. This paper announces, with much pleasure, the happy news of the 
Admission of Natives into the Givd Government of India having forwarded a 
Bervice. letter to the Home Government recommendi 
that a large number of natives be admitted into the Civil Service. It will 
indeed be a great piece of good fortune when natives may become Magis. 
trates, Commissioners, and Judges, and fill other high posts without leaving 
the’ country. Government will not. be able to maintain its honor and 
dignity if it does not speedily carry this resolution into effect. Had not our 
hopes been raised at first, we should never have felt the disappointment. Be — 
that as it may, to continue wavering, after making. repeated promises, does 
not look well. Confidence is a great thing. If we were refused at first there 
would have been an end of the matter; but if a promise is made and no 
performance follows, why will loyalty continue to exist in the mind ? 
16. Adverting to the circumstance of a respectable juror being fined 
the other day, the Sulabha Samachara takes 
occasion to remark on the gratuitous labour 
and trouble to which jurors are subjected. When summoned, if. they do not 
go, they are fined ; and, if they do go, the Judge may lay aside their decision 
and uphold his own. The Judge, however, is not always the cause of their 
grief ; it often arises from the circumstances of the case. Yet, as their services 
are rendered gratuitously and for the benefit of others, are they not entitled to 
consideration? If, for any reason, a juror is not able to attend, . inquiry 
should be made into the matter; but it is very hard that he should be fined. 
17. This paper informs its readers that Mr. O’Donnell is expected to 
Mr. O'Donnell, u.r.’s expected visit Visit India to see everything for himself ; and for 
to India, this we ought to feel thankful. We have no 
desire to meddle in party Home Politics, but when any one, be he English, 
Scotch, or Irish, shows a sympathy for us, we are bound to show our gratitude. 
Mr. O'Donnell has recently been questioning Parliament on Indian affairs. 
He spoke of the refusal of Sir Richard Temple to give the use of the 
Town Hall in Bombay for the anti-License Tax Meeting. The Cabinet are 
busy with European affairs, and do not like the acts of colonial administrators 
being attacked in Parliament; yet, when we have a person like Mr. O’Donnell, 
always looking into Government matters, the officials will be careful about 
their work, and the more the English public look into Indian affairs the 
better for us. Mr. Forsyth, who has always been hitherto called the repre- 
sentative of India, has had his party increased, and Mr. Gladstone has joined 
it. This portends good for the country and causes us to rejoice. We must 
receive Mr. O’Donnell with every mark of respect when he arrives. 
18. “ Whose fault is it?” is the heading of the following article in 
The neglect of the rich natives to this paper. We do not agree, remarks the 
advance their country’s prosperity and Kditor, with the popular opinion that the 
~ Government is an obstacle to the advance- 
ment of the country ; for, as a matter of fact, no conqueror in all the world 
has behaved so well to a conquered nation as England has done to India. 
At the same time it is not right to culumniate a nation for the faults 


The Jury system. 
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Ce 7 
w individuals. The English having: conquered the: country have 
. sacided right to use what means they think best to preserve at, 
and this has ‘been effected by giving the highest ‘ministerial offices , to 
Europeans; for this they are not at.all to blame, and if the truth be spoken, 
there are few natives indeed of this country who have the capacity for such 
offices. Notwithstanding all the strenuous efforte of Government, regard- 
less of expense for our advancement by education and other means, we as a 
pation have shown but little progress; this must be traced to those who, 
jevoid of intrinsic merit, are ever finding faylt, and so retard all advance- 
ment. The export and tariff duties are not favourable to us; even if they 
were, they would not avail us much. The Arms Act and non-admission of 
natives into the army, cannot be made subjects of complaint ; for which of us 
had the courage to use arms, prior to the English rule, even for hunting 
purposes. In like manner it may be shown also that Government ought 
not to be blamed for the immense expenses of law-suits; because it 1s our 
fault, if we do not avail ourselves of the law of arbitration wherein no costs 
at all are incurred. From the village pathsbala tothe college, Government 
has amply provided for the education of the millions of the country. How 
comes it that our rich and religious countrymen, who show great munifi- 
cence and lavish large sums of money in domestic and other ceremonies, 
do not devise means wherewith to satisfy the cravings for education among 
the poor who cannot afford to pay for it? Have they established a single 
free college throughout India? Or why have they not spent their money in 
founding three or four pertpatetic lectureships in each presidency for the 
benefit of the poor? . This cannot be the fault of Government; if not, whose 
fault is it? ee : 
19. The Hindu Hitaishinit says that, taking all circumstances into 
The Mymensingh and Dacca Rail. Consideration, notwithstanding Mr. Eden’s 
way. . earnest efforts, if does not appear that the 
Mymensingh and Dacca Railway will be ready soon, at least not for three 
years ; for the primary step, the acquisition of the requisite land, has not yet 
been taken. Then there will be still further and considerable delay, if it be 
true, as rumoured, that the railway will first run from Mymensingh via Shabha 
to Shivalaya, and then from Shabha osa Dacca to Naraingunge. The treasury 
too 1s not in an excellent condition, and to add to this inconvenience, the 
income from the railway will not suffice to meet its expenditure. It is 
asked then, what profit will it be to Government to expedite its completion 
at so vast an outlay ? : | 
20. The Sangbdd Prabhakara observes that the appointment of natives 
Natives in the four Legislative *0 the four different Legislative Councils has 
Councils proved barren of any results. With the excep- 
tion of Kristodas Pal in Bengal, and Muhammad Ali Rogay in Bombay, 
all the rest serve as dummies or hottle-holders to Government; they have 
never initiated a proposal or introduced a Bill. The Réaj& of Vizianagram 
did indeed introduce the Hindu Majority Bill, but he acknowledged having 
received great assistance from others. The only real benefit which has come 
of the appointment of native members is that, as representatives of their 
respective provinces, they can make known the opinions of their countrymen ; 
and this is a great acquisition indeed in the present times. Kristodas Pal’s 
eloquence, learning, and oratory cannot be attained by many members of 
Parliament. He is an ornament to Bengal, and his elevation has brightened 
up the face of his native country. His entrance now into the Imperial 
Legislative Council would be very beneficial indeed. His Rent Settlement 
Bill will be productive of much good to both zemindar and ryot. With the 
*xception of a few sections, we approve of the Bill in its entirety, and the 
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fact of its having been made over to a Select Committee to report upon ag 
also of the Babu disavowing all intention of passing it through Coungil 
hurriedly, intending that public opinion be likewise sought and respected, 
induces us to realize the hope that it will be carefully considered before it 
is passed into law. 
91. “Interference with independence” is an article on which this 
Liberty, independence, and prospects paper makes the following remarks. 
of the natives. interfere with the independence of a people 
is like playing with a poisonous serpent. To sport or trifle with the freedom 
and independence of a race, be it as uncivilized and weak as possible, will 
produce its results without delay. Independence is God's free gift, and is 
therefore a peculiar privilege with which no one will long endure mischie- 
vous interference. Our Government has in this matter fallen into a 
temptation. On the one hand, it has educated the people and given them 
the light of civilization, and has advanced some to the posts of Members of 
Council, and has opened to them the streams of the civilization of the present 
century, and, on the other, has placed fetters on their legs which it occasionally 
slackens and at other times tightens. It knows well, that this unfortunate 
race are sons of the same God; they do not belong to a race of tadpoles; 
their eyes have turned towards independence; and of course they can no 
longer act as slaves. If they be importunate, write in the papers, meet and 
deliver speeches, charge it with being ignorant of its duties, one or two 
high offices are bestowed on some, and they become somewhat quiet. 
Again, for a few days it withdraws them or appoints three or four 
leading men to places of trust; and so time passes. This policy is not 
bad. Howcould it be borne that a number of common and unlettered 
men should at once be made Judges and Magistrates? Sometimes 
a step is taken in advance, and then two steps backward; all act in 
this way towards a subject, weak and powerless race. In proportion as the 
union of the race and mental strength increases, and as we firmly agitate 
matters, so will be our advancement. Struggle is nature’s law; here 
struggle does not mean abuse of the ruling power or sedition. We want 
that interpretation which scientific men have put upon ‘ nature’s struggle.’ 
That Government has given us certain rights which meet some of our 
wants, we must allow. But in the measure to which they have loosened the 
fetters of independence and have allowed the educated classes to taste of it, 
they have not yet in the same measure permitted us sufficient room to feed 
upon it. Our privileges ought to be enlarged exactly in the proportion in 
which our wisdom, intelligence, and morals increase ; if these be denied, there 
will not be cordiality between the two. Although the cry, Give, Give, will 
never cease, it should be met only as far as is reasonable. For it is the 
divine command to give every one his due. 
22. The Biswa Dut, of the 15th May, endeavours, by means of certain 
The poverty of India as compared Statistics, to show the poverty of India as con- 
vis Se © eee pared with Great Britain. The former, with a 
population of 200 millions souls, yields at the utmost an annual revenue of 
510 millions of rupees, while the latter, having not more than 80 millions 
of inhabitants, produces an income of 840 millions of rupees, so that with 
a seven-fold population India yields only a two-third portion. Again, 
whilst Great Britain gave an Income Tax of 8% millions, India in 1870 
yielded only 20 lakhs, the rate being the same in both countries. England 


~ 1s therefore forty-eight times richer than India. Thus evidently showing 


that the latter is totally unable to bear taxation in its present impoverished 
state, with famine stalking in the land. The License Tax was alluded to in 
Parliament as being far from equitable; the poor hawker with an income — 


Sake 


sa year was taxed, whilst the civilian earning 100 rupecs a 
S, anged Much is expected from the interest that a few members of 
Parliament, like Mr. Forsyth, have taken 1n. Indian affairs. Mr. Smollett 
has stated that 500 or 510 millions of income derived from the Indian 
revenue might, with a little frugality, suflice for all its wants by a reduction 
of Naval, Military, Civil, Ecclesiastical, Public Works, and other expenses. 
Many high posts, such as Finance and Public Works Minister, might, with 
safety and convenience, be abolished and expenditure diminished, instead 
of subjecting the people to unjust taxation and at the same time swelling the 
ublic debt to an enormous degree. When the Hast India Company gave 
up the country in 1858, the debt was 59 crores and 50 lakhs, which, in 
90 years, has increased to 234 crores. How long, and by what means, will 
poor India be able to liquidate such a debt? Why India, which has excited 
the cupidity and avarice of so many conquerors and nations, should be 
now so very poor, is a question which we leave to be answered by others? _ 

93. The Sangbad Prabhdkara observes that, though it, in common with 

the general public, is meg ogy 8 7 or 
_ severe punishment passed on so honored an 
respectable a man as the R4ja of Puri, yet it must be accepted as just; since the 
Raji was defended by two of the ablest Barristers and tried and convicted by 
the highest tribunal in the land. All that is now asked of Government is to 
place the R&ja’s minor son on the throne and appoint a Hindu Deputy 
Magistrate to look after his affairs. 

24. This paper, after recapitulating the evils which have been regarded 
as a certain consequence of the passing of eo" 
Press Act, begs to draw the serious attention o 
Government to two other ill-effects on se different classes. The first class 
comprises the cunning hangers about courts, who will be more easily able now 
to fleece the ignorant without fear of their misdeeds being exposed in the news- 
papers. ‘These have become more bold and impudent, whilst the poor village 
ryots are learning to put up with, and endure all kinds of oppression. 
The next comprises the excessively stupid, poor, and quiet class, who ascribe 
all good and evil to Government, and who think that the Government pub- 
lish the newspapers with a view to alleviate the sad condition of the people. 
When these are oppressed by zemindars or tyrants in power, they become 
dissatisfied with Government; to whom also famines and pestilences are attri- 
buted. It was only in reading the newspapers they learned of the good done 
by their rulers; and this at once made them loyal and contented. The Act 
cannot exterminate evils so well as the newspapers did. Unless the press law 
be repealed and the reports on the spirit of the Native Press be circulated as 
before, the newspapers will be non-effective in putting down oppression and 
tyranny. ivil-doers hung down their head when the reports were published. 
They now believe that because the newspapers are opposed to Government 


The Puri R4ja's case. 


The Vernacular Press Act. 


their observations will not be noticed. Every person of sense will, under 


these circumstances, unite in asking that the report should again be publicly 
circulated. 
25. The Som Prakash says that Réj4 Digambar Mitra’s remarks, about 
Réjé Digambar Mitra’s drainage the obstruction to drainage being the ‘ primary 
*ystem. cause of epidemic fevers, have at last been 
recognized by Mr. Eden. The Bengalis are dark-skinned, and whatever they 
door propose is by the officials considered black, hence the delay in accepting 
the Raja’s proposal. Mr. Eden notices the scheme in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 8th May, wherein he directs all officers to have all obstructions to the 
free passage of water removed. (The remarks which follow are almost the 
same as those in the preceding articles.) 
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96. The announcement by the London correspondent of the Pionee, 
to the effect that an Income Tax was medj. 
: tated, has alarmed the Grambarta Prakashihd, 
which evinces a hope that, if the report turn out true, it may only beg 
substitute for the one-sided License Tax and not an addition to it. In substitu. 
tion of the other, it will be welcomed, inasmuch as its imposition will remove al] 
obnoxious distinctions; for the License Tax touches the poor principally. If 
both are to be laid on simultaneously, during these times of scarcity of 
food and epidemic diseases, a few bankers, mahajans, zamindars, and high 
paid officials excepted, all the other classes will be hard pressed indeed. The 
extra expenditure, which seems for various reasons to be pressing on Govern. 
ment, requires additional sources of income; and to meet this we propose the 
Income Tax ; though the present state of the country is such that this advice 
is reluctantly given. English opinion is decidedly against increased taxation 
in this country. Lord Northbrook too in his evidence before the Famine 
Commission supports the above view. 
27. This paper is glad to find that, after a long controversy, Raja 
Réjé Digambar Mitra’s scheme for Digambar Mitra’s theory and scheme for the 
drainage in Bengal. drainage of Bengul has prevailed. The Raja 
has long pointed out that obstructed drainage is one of the principal causes 
which has depopulated many places; he has calculated that about 60 or 70 
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inches of rain fall every year, but that there is no outlet sufficient for it, and 


the consequence has been that the excessive humidity of the soil arising from 
obstructed drainage has caused all the present injury. It is also admitted 
that the obstruction is in some cases caused by roads, railroads, and embank- 
ments, and that the municipality and Magistrates have hitherto neglected to 
provide, by means of culverts and bridges, a sufficient provision for a water- 
way; but it is doubtful whether Government can remove this evil under 
the existing state of the law. The zemindars have in many places, with 
a view to levy the jalkar tax, gradually stopped the water-way. This tax 
was not included in the permanent settlement, but has been an encroach- 
ment owing to the inattention of the officials, and in most cases if Govern- 
ment were to sue in the courts, the suits would no doubt be barred by lapse of 
time. Another very important matter is the natural obstruction caused by the 
silting up or destruction in other ways of old streams and water-courses. 
The Jamuné near Kanchrapara, flowing through Nuddea and the 24-Pergun- 
nahs, and the Damudar and Saraswati, in Hooghly, are cases in point; islands 
have been formed at the mouths of these rivers. Government should 
therefore employ a special officer, whose duty it would be to remove all these 
obstructions. Though railways carry away much of the trade, yet streams and 
canals are required for the internal commerce of the country. Mr. Eden has 
also evinced a ready willingness to assist in any useful scheme to provide for a 
supply of good healthy drinking-water by the excavation of tanks, &c. It is 
true that many pious Hindus have tanks excavated, but since people are not 
prohibited from bathing therein, pure water is not obtainable. Much paper 
has been wasted in discussing sanitary measures; the time for action has 
arrived, and the municipalities should bestir themselves. in providing tanks 


in different places, and thereby supplying a great desideratum. We hope 
His Honor will see that operations are commenced without delay. 


EDUCATION. 


28. This paper draws a contrast between the trades in ‘England and 


Effects of Education in Bengal. India, to the effect that, in the former 
civilized country people are not averse to 
following the trades to which they have been brought up, and which 


vhich 


/ 
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n count in their ranks many men of education, learning, and 
poor eget here in India it is quite the reverse; youths and men forsake 
their hereditary trades and occupations, pursuing education with 
li zeal, merely for the purpose of being vakils, mukhtears, doctors, 
teachers, or quill-drivers, tending evidently the.eby to the destruction of 
trade. So evil a practice has caused the degradation of the people; the 


. f educated youths is increasing daily, but no place can be found 
: oa. and the ee has increased to such an extent, that B. A’s 


‘A’s, B. L’s, &c., can scarcely provide themselves with the means of sus- 
cantly This total neglect of the trade of the country by the educated 
has led to its irresistible decay. Since such are the evil effects of education, 
where is the necessity for spending so much money after it ? 


FAMINE. 


99. A correspondent of this paper writing from Maral describes the 
scarcity of food as so great, that a Kayastha, 
the other day, for want of food, attempted to 
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strangle himself with a rope. 
Loca. 
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30. This paper complains of the neglect of the Burdwan municipality Buzpwax Sassrvasr, 


in not providing wholesome drinking and 
: a of the Burdwan Muni- bathing water for the inhabitants, especially 
Cc ° ° 


as this could be done easily by joining the 
Damudar and Banka streams. It had hitherto been the practice of letting 


the clear water of the Damudar into the Banka every fortnight, but this has 
not been done for the whole of the month of Baisakh. As it is, the climate 
of Burdwan is pernicious enough; and this fact alone should rouse the 
municipality to active efforts. Use of the present confined, stagnant, and 
foul water of the Banka has been the cause of itch, and stomachic ailments. 
Complaint is also made of the insufficient lighting of the town. 
dl. The Hindu Aitarshini has the following article. It is not a new 
- : thing to hear complaints of the misconduct 
isconduct of Railway officers. 


of officers on the Railway. Some parties 
were anxious to proceed from Naihati to Goalundo, and on arriving at the 


Khoksa station paid their fare, but afterwards found that they had got into 


a carriage bound for Jalpigort; discovering their error in time, they 
alighted and made their case known to the ticket-collector, who gave them 
no relief, but left them to spend the night where they were as best they 
could. The Railway officials should always take care to inform people of 
a change of carriages and not subject passengers to an unjust fine by making 
them pay double fare ; this inconvenience arises too sometimes from the‘con- 


fusion which ensues on there not being a sufficient number of carriages to 


accommodate an unusually large number of passengers. The Railway 
authorities should take care to make people acquainted with the rules as to 
change of carriages and the receipt and delivery of tickets. 


32. The same paper says that the hailstones, unusual and frequent 


Effects of the late storms on the Storms and rains this year have caused sad 
crops, &c., in Kast Bengal. havoc in this part of the country (Dacca). Large 
trees and houses have fallen down, and a great number of cattle have been 
killed. The mango crop, which promised to be abundant, has been destroyed ; 
and there is very little prospect of the oil-seeds or the corn crops. The price 
of corn, and especially of rice, is daily increasing, and most people can only 
alford to take one meal a day. ‘The middle classes are very badly situated, 
and have been obliged to sell their vessels of metal. This being the state of 
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affairs for the past two years, people have not been able to manage, and haye 
therefore been obliged to borrow from the mahajans, who are pestering 
them now. If corn, the staple article of food, rises in price, a famine 
ensues, and in six months the country is devastated ; but all other necegsa 
articles have been rising for the past two years; and added to this the Licenge 
Tax has appeared. The people are now in debt and in a hopeless state, 
The future prospect is a gloomy one; the depredations of thieves have 
increased, and there in not much hope of a change for the better. 
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